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LESSON PLANS

Allamakee County

EFFIGY MOUNDS NATIONAL MONUMENT 
CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:  151 Highway 76, Harpers Ferry IA. Three miles north of Marquette IA and twenty miles south of Waukon IA.

· HOURS:  The visitor center is open from 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. June 7 to September 7.  It is open from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. the remainder of the year and closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year's Day.

· COST:  Single entrance fee is $2.00 with a per car maximum of $4.00. Organized school groups or visits conducted for educational institutions are exempt from the Federal Fee.  Groups must bring a fee exemption waiver when visiting the monument.  

· RESERVATIONS:  Call for scheduling visits for educational groups and for evening moonlight hikes.

· SIZE OF GROUP AND AGE:  No limit

· CONTACT PERSON: Effigy Mounds Visitor Center (319) 873-3491.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Visitors to the monument can stop at the visitors center and museum to learn more about the history of the mounds and to see exhibits of Indian artifacts removed from the mounds.  Visitors can also hike 11 miles of wooded trails through the monument.  In addition to its valuable archaeological treasures, the monument contains an interesting variety of wildlife and vegetation that represent a biological community not found anywhere else in the National Park system.  The area also boasts beautiful panoramas of the Mississippi River valley.  

In summer, the rangers conduct evening moonlight hikes to Fire Point three times during a full moon.  The distance is two miles and the duration of the hike is two hours.  Call the Monument for reservations and information.

Hawk watch, held the last weekend in September, highlights the migration of birds of prey and raptors along the Mississippi River.  Activities include special exhibits, live bird programs viewing stations and bird banding programs.  In addition, people come from miles away to view the splendid fall foliage.

Visit the Effigy Mounds Website for additional information and press releases about

current activities 

(http://emuseum.mankato.msus.edu/sites/NorthAmerica/effigy_mounds.htm).

OBJECTIVES

· To understand the lives of the prehistoric Indians who occupied the Effigy Mounds area.

· To experience the diversity of plant and animal life found in the upper Mississippi and Effigy Mounds area.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What contributes to the diversity of plant and animal life of the upper Mississippi and Effigy Mounds?

· What can be learned about human history from the rocks and soil deposits at the monument?

· What prehistoric Indians, encountered by early explorers, occupied the Effigy Mounds area?

· What was the relationship of prehistoric cultures to their environment?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Effigy Mounds National Monument in Northeast Iowa was established by presidential proclamation in 1949.  The monument preserves a representative and outstanding example of a significant phase of the prehistoric American Indian mound-building culture and protects wildlife, the scenic beauty and other natural values of the area.

The 1,475-acre monument preserves over 200 mound sites, some more than 2,500 years old, including 162 in the shape of animal effigies.  Indian burial mounds are found over a large part of the United States. However, effigy mounds are found in a relatively small area in northeast Iowa, southeast Minnesota and southern Wisconsin.  Within the boundaries of the monument are four types of mounds: conical, linear, compound and effigy mounds.

The conical mounds are round and dome-shaped while the linear mounds are cigar-shaped.  Compound mounds contain more than one mound.  Only in the upper Mississippi River valley, however, was there a culture that specialized in ceremonial mounds called effigies--representations of living creatures such as eagles, falcons, bison, deer, turtles, lizards, and in particular, bears.

The most striking effigy is the Great Bear Mound, which measures 70 feet across the shoulders and forelegs, 137 feet long, and 3 and 1/2 feet high. 

The oldest mounds date from the Red Ochre Culture, about 2,500 B.C.  The other major culture represented is the Hopewell.  These people are thought to have lived in the area from about 100 B.C. to 600 A.D. 

The culture that made the effigies occupied the land from a time that overlapped the Hopewell Indians until some time before the 14th century, when the area was home to the Oneota Indians.

European-Americans were present in the area since the late 1600s.  However, the mounds were not investigated until 1881, when Theodore H. Lewis and Alfred J. Hill undertook a survey of the mounds.  They produced maps that show the mounds that still remain today as well as those destroyed before the monument was established.

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Obtain the educational handbook from Effigy Mounds Visitor Center.

· Divide the class into five groups.  Using information gleaned from the handbook, have groups present information about Effigy Mounds related to the following topics:

1. GEOLOGY--Study of the history of the earth and its life as recorded in rocks.

2. ARCHEOLOGY--Study of material remains such as artifacts of past human life.

3. ECOLOGY--The pattern of relationships between organisms and their environment as observed in 

· River bottoms

· Upland forests

· Prairie

4. PREHISTORY--Before written record of history.

5. HISTORY—The written record of the past.

· Have students complete the puzzle and game activity sheet from the education handbook to assess student presentations.

· Learn meaning of vocabulary words presented on the puzzle and game sheet in the education handbook that may not have been presented by the student reports. 

· Discuss appropriate field trip behavior.

· Learn field trip song (see Introduction in this guide).

· Make Field Trip Activity Booklets for students to take on the field trip (see the Pre-Field Trip Instructional Checklist in the Introduction to this guide).

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· While visiting the museum exhibits have students make drawings in their Field Trip Activity Booklets.

· View audiovisual presentation, "Earthshapers".

· Take guided tour to Fire Point, a distance of two miles.  Allow one and one half-hours.   Sketch and write in "Little Books.

· Hike to Hanging Rock, a distance of seven miles round trip. Allow three hours.

· Hike into the South Unit to the Marching Bear Group. Allow two to three hours.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITES

· With a partner, have students share entries from their Field Trip Activity Booklet. 

· Discuss questions that were not answered on the field trip.

· Prepare a story stick about the visit to Effigy Mounds.  Using a tongue depressor, have students draw the first part of their story at the top of the stick.  Have them continue down making drawings showing what they saw or the field trip.  These can be decorated with yarn or feathers.   

· Have students share their story sticks with a student in another grade or class.

· Write an appropriate thank-you letter.

RESOURCE

· Effigy Mounds Education handbook available by request from Effigy Mounds Visitor Center, 151 Hwy. 76, Harpers Ferry IA 52146.  Phone: 1-319-873-3491.

ION EXCHANGE

CRITICAL INFORMATION

LOCATION:  1878 Old Mission Drive, Harpers Ferry IA 52146.  Travel east of Waukon IA or north of Marquette IA on highway 76.  Turn south on X-36 for two miles and left on Old Mission Drive.

· HOURS:  By appointment only for educational purposes.

· COST:  No charge for tour.

· RESERVATIONS:  Call for educational tours.

· GROUP SIZE AND AGE: No limit.

· CONTACT PERSON: Howard and Donna Bright, 1-319-535-7231 or 1-800-291-2143.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Located in the Yellow River Valley, the Ion Exchange is the Ion Inn, a fully modern cabin within walking distance of canoeing, fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, hunting, birdwatching, horseback riding, snowmobiling and wildflower tours. Neighboring Yellow River Stables offers horse and canoe rentals.  Completion of three scenic log cabins will provide the setting for clinics including natural horsemanship, nature photography, natural philosophy and plant identification under the name of Natural Gait.

OBJECTIVES

· To connect with natural history by viewing the prairie community.

· To experience the plant and animal diversity of the prairie.

· To understand, appreciate and become involved in preserving our prairie heritage.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What was the prairie like in this area?

· What relationships did other cultures have with the prairie environment?

· What contributes to the diversity of plant and animal life of a prairie ecosystem?

· What happened to Iowa's prairies?

· How are prairies restored?

· Why should prairies be restored?

· What prairie species can you identify?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Ion Exchange is a business that is dedicated to producing and selling prairie grasses and wildflowers.  The business was named for the town of Ion which disappeared from most road maps years ago.  Ion exchange is a scientific term that refers to the regeneration of soil by the interchange of atoms of like charges.

Howard and Donna Bright, owners of the Ion Exchange, began eleven years ago to pursue a dream of operating a wildflower seed business. They hoped that by providing 

the seeds of plants which once grew in healthy and diverse native ecosystems, these beautiful natural landscapes would return.

Seven modern greenhouses on the site produce well over a half million plants each year.  Landscape contractors, garden centers and backyard gardeners take most of these plants, but some are used to create the seed production plots which have increased in size and number to cover fifty acres throughout Allamakee County.    During the winter thousands of pounds of seed are cleaned and stored in climate-controlled facilities.  The Ion Exchange has one of the largest, most diverse, and highest quality native seed inventories in the Midwest.  It is a mail order business so facilities are not open to the public, but tours can be arranged. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Begin a study of prairies by creating a class bulletin board and mural as directed in the two lessons from Project Bluestem: "Endangered Prairie Animals", p.271 and "At Home in the Savanna", p. 286.  Prairie Voices also lists threatened and endangered species in Iowa in section 3 focusing on lesson plans.

· Read excerpts from Listen to the Land, chapter 3, "Prairie" and Where the Sky Began, chapter 3, "The Lawns of God".  Read selected material from appendix A and B in Project Bluestem.  Have students create a poem or paragraph about a prairie to take along on the field trip.

· Make a Field Trip Activity Booklet for each student to take on the field trip (see Pre-Field Trip Instructional Checklist in the Introduction to this guide).

· Learn meaning of vocabulary words:

1. NATIVE PRAIRIE--A natural area of deep fertile soil with grasses and flowers and few trees  

2. ECOSYSTEM--A community of plants and animals which actively utilize the available energy, air, water, soil and chemicals

3. RESORATION--Renewing of original species

4. ION EXCHANGE--Renewing the soil by interchanging atoms of like charges

· Learn the field trip song.

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· While touring the facilities with a guide, have students sketch eight prairie species in their Field Trip Activity Booklets. 

· Visit an outside plot and share poem or paragraph with a partner.

· Identify prairie species by have students trade Field Trip Activity Booklets with a partner.

· Based upon observations, discuss changes that have occurred in the area over the past 150 years. 

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Discuss and share experiences by adding to the class bulletin board and mural.

· Make a pop-up card to give to a student in another grade or to share with an adult at home. NatureScope, Endangered Species: Wild and Rare, p.61.

· Decide on a class plan of action and plant a prairie if possible.  Prairie Planting Instructions may be found in Prairie Voices, section 3, focusing on lesson plans.

· Write appropriate thank-you letter.

RESOURCES

· A 1999 Ion Exchange Native Seed and Plant Nursery Brochure is available on request via email: H.brigh@means.net or on the Internet: www.ionxchange.com

· Des Moines Register, Sunday, December 1994,"Couple in the Rye" Section J, Ray Wagner: an in-depth interview with Howard and Donna Bright.

· Listen to the Land by Larry Stone, published by Mid Prairie Books, Parkersburg IA 50665, 1999.  

· NatureScope, Endangered Species: Wild and Rare by the National Wildlife Federation, Washington, D.C., 1987.

· Prairie Voices, an Iowa Heritage Curriculum published by the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1997.

· Project Bluestem-A Curriculum on Prairies and Savannas-First Edition, Walnut Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Prairie Learning Center, Prairie City IA 50228, 1995.

· Where the Sky Began by John Madson, Iowa State University Press, Ames IA 50014, 1996.

LANSING FISH MUSEUM

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:   50 South Front Street, Lansing, IA, 52151.

· HOURS:  Open by appointment.

· COST:  There is no charge for the Museum. However donations are accepted. 

· RESERVATIONS:  Call for scheduling visits for educational groups.

· SIZE OF GROUP AND AGE: No limit.

· CONTACT PERSON: Karen Galema.  Phone 1-319-538-4641.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Tour may include a visit to Mr. Hosmer, a 104 acre city park, located at North Sixth Street in Lansing.  Mt. Hosmer, open seven days a week from 7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M., features a 450-foot bluff offering spectacular views of Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota.  With hiking trails and picnic areas, this access is the shortest drive from the river of any overlook in the Upper Mississippi Valley.

Mt. Hosmer reaches an elevation of 1060 feet and was named after Miss Hosmer, a noted eastern artist who climbed the hill in record time.  The hill was pastureland and a cornfield for local farmers.  John Thompson and his father who owned the hill in 1908 constructed the first road built up the hillside.

After World War I the Lansing American Legion Post acquired the hill and dedicated its three prominent bluffs to the three Lansing soldiers killed in the war.  Shortly after the establishment of this memorial, the city of Lansing decided to buy the hill for a city park.  Many individual lots had to be purchased since the top of the hill had been previously subdivided into residential lots.  In 1923 the fifty-seven acres were dedicated as a city park and as a memorial to World War I soldiers from Allamakee County.   

In 1927 the road was improved.  A semi-circular wall was constructed at a bend in the road and this has since served as a magnificent lookout point over the Mississippi River.

OBJECTIVES 

· To enable students to gain an understanding of the history of the Mississippi River.

· To experience the diversity of plant and animal life of the upper Mississippi Valley.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What contributes to the diversity of plant and animal life of the upper Mississippi?

· What do you know about the history of the Mississippi River?

· What groups of people used the Mississippi River area?

· What relationships did these people have with their environment?

· How have life styles changed in the last 150 years?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Lansing Fish Museum project was initiated to preserve the physical evidence of a vanishing river occupation.  Included is memorabilia from the state fish hatchery that was located in Lansing. 

Lansing Fisheries, which closed ten years ago, was a family owned commercial fishing business.  Many varieties of fish including sheephead, catfish, northern, sturgeon, carp, and buffalo were sold and shipped as far as the East Coast in wooden crates with ice.   The Museum includes the river history of westward expansion, steam boating, ice harvesting, clamming and more.  Lansing was the site of a pearl button factory started in 1899.  The supply of clams decreased significantly after the construction of the government locks and dams in1938, which created a nine-foot channel on the Upper Mississippi River.

This region of the upper Mississippi, extending forty miles wide to the Des Moines River, became a neutral area for Native Americans to gather.  Within these grounds, the tribes could hunt and fish but they could not live there or claim the land.  This neutral reservation which contained the site of Lansing was purchased for $284,932 in 1830. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· The students will study the upper Mississippi River region by completing the activity "Watered Down History", p. 116 from Project Aquatic Wild.  They will create a large map of the waterway with artwork attached that can be removed or replaced after the field trip.

· Using the city of Lansing, the students will design a water-crossing conveyance in the activity  "Water Crossings", p. 421 from Project Wet.

· Learn the meaning of related vocabulary:

1. CLAMMING-The process of gathering clams from the river bottoms

2. ICE HARVESTING--Sawing, gathering and storing of ice for cold storage.  This industry thrived before the widespread use of refrigeration.

3. NEUTRAL GROUND-The 7,600-square mile area of Allamakee County, purchased in 1830 for $284,932, extending 40 miles wide from the Mississippi River to the Des Moines River.

· Learn the field trip song.

ON-SITE ACTIVITES

· Take a guided tour of the Lansing Fish Museum.  Have students evaluate whether their pre-field trip research was accurate.

· View video on ice harvesting available from the Lansing Fish Museum.

· Take additional trip to Mt. Hosmer to take in the beautiful scenic view.  While at Mt. Hosmer, have students complete the "Explorer's Guide", from Sharing Nature With Children, pp. 128-133, that will be given to students on-site.

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students share the Explorer's Guide with a partner. 

· Continue research on river history and environment by changing or adding to the artwork on the map begun as a pre-field trip activity.

· Share and discuss observations from the video and the visit to the Lansing Fish Museum.

· Do a Fishbone Analysis of the decline of the commercial family fishing business in Lansing as a whole class activity.

· Write appropriate thank-you letter.

RESOURCES

· Sponsors of Lansing Fish Museum:

1. Lansing Lions Club, Bob Henkel, (319)538-4864

2. Old Stone School Cooperation, Shirley Darling.  Phone: 1-319-538-4231.

3. Allamakee County Economic Development and Tourism Commission, 12 E. Main, Waukon IA 52172.  Phone: 1-319-568-2624.

· The History of Lansing, Iowa, by William J. Burke, 1967.  

· Pictorial History of Allamakee County, published by Tom Johnson, 1997.

· Project Wet, A Curriculum and Activity Guide, published by the Council for Environmental Education, 1995.  This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

· Project Wild Aquatic, An Education Activity Guide, published by the Council for Environmental Education, 1992.  This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

· Sharing Nature With Children, by Joseph Cornell, Dawn Publications, Nevada City: CA. This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

THE OLD COUNTY

COURTHOUSE MUSEUM, RED SCHOOL AND 

GJEFLE LOG CABIN 

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:  Old County Courthouse Museum, P.O. Box 95, 107 Allamakee St., and Waukon IA 52172.

· RESERVATIONS: For school group reservations must be made two weeks in advance.

· HOURS:  The museum is open from June 1 through October 1.  Tours may be scheduled by special appointment during the months of April, May, September or October.  

· CONTACT PERSON: Contact James Garrett, President, Allamakee County Historical Society.  Phone: 1-319-568-3439. 

· GROUP SIZE: The museum can accommodate classroom groups of students.  

· AGE: Kindergarten through adult.

· COST:  No admission for school groups.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Tours may also include the Red School located at the County Fairgrounds and the Gjefle Log Cabin located next to the Old Courthouse Museum.

OBJECTIVES

· To appreciate the historical and cultural heritage of Allamakee County and the city of Waukon.

· To understand the civic functions of the County Courthouse.

· To appreciate how 19th century schools differed from those of today.  

· To understand how everyday home life of the 1860s differed from home life today. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· How was everyday life in Allamakee County in the 1860s different from life today?  

· How did town life in the 1860s different from life on the farm?

· What was the function and purpose of the County Courthouse?

· What is the history behind the Red School?

· What is the history behind the Gjefle Log Cabin? 

· Why should we preserve these buildings and artifacts?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The purpose of the Allamakee County Historical Society is to encourage the citizens of Allamakee and surrounding areas to take an active interest in local history. The Courthouse building itself is of historical significance.  Local limestone was used to build this unique structure in 1861 at a cost of $13,655.  Allamakee County was officially organized in January 15, 1849, and almost 25 years later after ten elections and plenty of hard feelings, Waukon became the county seat in 1875.  Today, the courthouse contains a number of historical displays.  Included are artifacts related to Native Americans, 19th century home life, medicine, education, agriculture and military life.  

Next to the Courthouse Museum is the restored Gjefle log cabin, also available for tours.  Built in 1870 by Norwegian immigrants, it was donated to the historical society and restored in 1990.  This log home, a two-story 23’ by 17’ structure, at one time housed a large family.  Between 1870 and 1886, there may have been as many as fifteen members of the Gjefle family living in this home.  Although Ingeborg Gjefle lived in a room of the log house until 1900, many other families lived in the house after 1886.  

The Red School is located at the county fairgrounds just six blocks north of the Courthouse on Allamakee Street. Originally located in Franklin Township, the school was moved to the fairgrounds and restored in 1978.  It is available for tours or for a full-day one-room school experience. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Read and discuss the history of Allamakee County to include who were the first settlers, where did they come from and why did they choose this area.

· Have students research their family history.  Did their ancestors settle in this area?  Where did their ancestors settle?  Did family members attend country school?  How were yesterday’s schools different from today’s?  How did teacher salaries and teacher responsibilities differ then from today? 

· Have students research what life in a log home was like. 

· Have students start a KWL on the themes of Native Americans, 19th century home life, medicine, education, agriculture and military life.

· Learn the Field Trip Song.

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Take students on a guided tour of the County Courthouse Museum, the Gjefle Log Cabin and the Red School.  Students may be split in two rotating groups to for these tours.

· Have students observe both the interior and exterior characteristics of the buildings.   Provide time for them to sketch one of the buildings using their Field Trip Activity Booklet.

· Have students write questions or comments in their Field Trip Activity Booklet regarding Native Americans, 19th century home life, medicine, education, agriculture or military life.  

· Take videotape footage of the tours.

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students complete the KWL chart using the information gained from the field trip. 

· Have students compose a new verse to the “Field Trip Song” based upon their experience at the museums.

· Using entries from students’ Field Trip Activity Booklets, have students create classroom displays related to the themes of Native Americans, 19th century home life, medicine, education, agriculture or military life.

RESOURCES

· A Pictorial History of Allamakee County, Iowa, (1997) Published by News Publishing Co. Inc., pp. 93-115.  This book is available at Robey Public Library, Waukon IA. 

· Iowa History, by Curtis Webster, pp. 54-57.  This book is available at Robey Public Library, Waukon IA.

· The Syver and Kristine Gjefle Log House--From Norway to Amerika, (1993) by Brian C. Betteridge and Jill Stephenson.  This book is available at the Gjefle Log House at the Allamakee Historical Society and Museum. 

· James A. Garrett, President, Allamakee County Historical Society, 107 Allamakee Street, P.O. Box 95, Waukon IA 52172.  For tour reservations phone 319-568-3210. 

· For brochures on the historic sites of Allamakee County, contact The Allamakee Count Economic Development and Tourism Commission, 12 E. Main Street, Waukon IA.  Phone:  1-800-824-1424 or (319)-568-2624. 

· Prairie Voices, An Iowa History Curriculum Guide, published by the State Historical Society of Iowa and available through the AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.  This publication includes an excellent section on one-room schoolhouses.  See Section Three, Lesson Plans, Iowa's One-Room Schools.  
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SCENIC RIDGE VIEW

EXOTIC ANIMAL RANCH

CRITICAL INFORMATION
· LOCATION:  416 Highway 76, Harpers Ferry, IA 52146.   The ranch is located seven miles south of Harpers Ferry IA, eighteen miles southeast of Waukon IA, and three miles west of Effigy Mounds National Monument.

· HOURS: Tours may be scheduled by appointment from the middle of May to the end of October.

· COST:  Regular admission is $3.00 for adults and $2.00 for children. Student admission for school tours is $1.50 per child and $2.00 for adult chaperons.

· RESERVATIONS:  Call for scheduling visits for educational groups.

· GROUP SIZE:  No limit

· CONTACT PERSONS:  George and Belva Ashbacher (319)-586-2721 or (319)-535-7215

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Hayride tours include the buffalo and Texas Long Horn pastures with Belted Galloways and Scottish Highlanders.  Petting farm includes miniature donkeys, ponies, Jacob sheep, Dorset rams, llamas, ostriches, emus, rheas, chickens, potbellied pigs, fainting goats, rabbits, white tail and fallow deer, Christian donkeys, mules, peacocks and turkeys.  Grandpa's Barn of Memories has many items of interest including old farm machinery and primitive articles including an old 1929 Huber tractor.  The one-room country schoolhouse is partially furnished with electricity and water and primitive facilities.

OBJECTIVES 

· To experience the diversity of the animals in an outdoor setting.

· To enable students to gain an understanding of the life of earlier settlers in this area.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
· What are the names of the various species at the ranch?

· What similarities and differences can be observed in the animals?

· What are examples of early pioneer life that can be observed at the ranch? 

· What relationships exist between the pioneer cultures and the environment?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
George and Belva Ashbacher began with hayrides for their families among the White Park cattle and Texas Long Horns.  Gradually additional animals, trails, a petting farm, teepee rental, barn dances, camping facilities and bobsled rides were added.  They also sell registered Emerald Crown Vetch Seed and fresh processed buffalo, Texas Long Horn or venison.

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES
· Using library resources and internet searches have students write a verse to a familiar song like "Old McDonald Had a Farm" to introduce their exotic animal to the rest of the class.

· Using chart paper, an overhead projector, or the chalkboard, create a chart of the similarities and differences among common farm animals and the exotic animals of the Scenic Ridge View Ranch.

· View video "Iowa's Proud Tradition...Agriculture".  Place students in cooperative groups to complete Activity G: Agriculture Then and Now.

· Read excerpts from One Hundred Years of Progress in Agriculture in Allamakee County by Curtis Webster.  Read “Voices from the Land” from the activity “Agriculture: Farming and More,” in Prairie Voices.  Complete the Hidden Objects Game.

· Discuss appropriate field trip behavior.

· Learn field trip song

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES
· Take the hayride tour noting the different exotic animals introduced by the song writing.

· Visit the barn and view machinery and other farm objects.

· Visit the petting zoo.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES
· Making a Venn diagram using two hula-hoops placed on the floor.  Have students compare farm life now and then by generating the tasks, chores or job responsibilities of women living in the 1920's compared with those living in today's society.  (See “Iowa Farm Women, More Than a Way of Life” from Prairie Voices.

· Have students make a kite of their exotic animal.  (See p.74-75,"Let's Go Fly a Kite", Project Wild.)

· Have students share the verse to the song introduced in the Pre-Field Trip Activities.

· Write appropriate thank-you letter.

RESOURCES 

· A printed brochure is available upon request from: Waukon Chamber of Commerce, (319)-568-4110, Allamakee County Economic Development and Tourism Commission, 12 E. Main, Waukon IA 52172, (319)-568-2624. 

· “Iowa's Proud Tradition—Agriculture”, a video and booklet of learning activities produced by the Iowa Beef Industry Council, 1996.  Available from Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.  

· Prairie Voices, An Iowa Heritage Curriculum published by the State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines IA, 1997.  Available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory. 

· Project Wild- Activity Guide, Western Regional Environmental Education Council, Inc., Bethesda MD, 1983. Available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.  

SWEENEY'S HOUSE OF CLOCKS  

AND MUSEUM 
CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:  The museum is located one-half mile south of Waukon on Hwys. 9 and 76.  Mailing address: Sweeney’s House of Clocks and Museum, Thrashing Rd., Waukon IA 52172.

· HOURS:  The Museum is open by appointment only.  

· CONTACT PERSON: For reservations, contact Joe Sweeney.  Phone: 1-319-568-4577.

· COST: For school groups, admission is charged at the rate of $2.50/adult and $1.50/student.    

· SIZE OF GROUP AND AGE: Groups of no more than 40 preferred.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Visitors may explore six railroad cars on the site plus many steam engines and antique tractors.  A 1907 Sears and roebuck automobile, purchased by Ray Sweeney in Indiana is an attraction often removed for participation in parades and celebrations.  In running condition, it has chain-drive, a two-cylinder motor and hard rubber tires.  The four-room, two-story log cabin was moved to the museum site from the Dennis Regan Farm in Allamakee County.  Built about 1850 by the Peter Short family, it has been restored to portray a home of the period.  The museum site is also home to a replica of the smallest church in the world built by Chester Hastings.   This Chapel of Memories has been used for several weddings.  The museum also includes an early twentieth century kitchen, a nickelodeon with all-moving parts from the big band era and an 1827 German music box carved in rosewood.

OBJECTIVES

· To gain an appreciation of the rural heritage of northeast Iowa. 

· To understand the history and technological development of clocks.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· Why is historic preservation important?

· What can be learned about changing lifestyles by observing the artifacts and remnants of the past? 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The late Ray Sweeney, Allamakee County farm storeowner, auctioneer and antique collector, together with his wife and family, fulfilled their dream by putting together the House of Clocks and Museum.  Most of the items were collected in and around Allamakee County and restored to their original condition.  The clock collection began by Ray Thougen of Spillville of 1960 and was purchased by Ray Sweeney in 1977.  Thougen began by rescuing a grandfather clock from a garbage truck and purchasing three junk clocks for five dollars.  For seventeen years he restored damaged clocks often without sketches or diagrams.  He began adding clocks had had crafted with a jigsaw and pocketknife.  About three-fourths of the nearly one thousand clocks are his own work.  Except for seven clocks made for his children, each clock is unique and in working condition.   Thougen was a farmer first and then a jewelry store operator for twenty years.  He had no formal training with clocks but he was considered a mechanical genius at an early age.  Included in the clock display is an early 1700s hand-carved fruitwood clock that measures ten feet in height and has twenty-seven pounds of mercury in the pendulum.  A priceless French onyx clock trimmed in marble weighs 157 pounds. The oldest clock is dated from 1692.   

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Discuss what life was like in Allamakee County between the years 1850 and 1900.  How was town life different from life on the farm?

· Using resource materials, pose research questions for students to investigate:  

1. When did watches become popular?  

2. Compare and contrast the clocks of today with those of the past. 

3. How did electricity change the clock industry?

· Have students generate a list of questions to ask the tour guide while touring the museum.

· Sing the “Field Trip Song”. 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Take a guided tour of the museum facilities.   

· Have students sketch various aspects of the museum using their Field trip Activities Booklet. 

· Take videotape footage of the museum displays.

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Discuss with students what they observed on the field trip to the museum.  Have students share their sketches of museum objects or displays. 

· View the videotape footage taken on the field trip.  

YELLOW RIVER STATE FOREST

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:  729 State Forest Road, Harpers Ferry IA 52146.  It is located just off Highway 76 and Highway 364.

· HOURS:  The Visitor Center is open daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

· COST:  There is no charge. 

· RESERVATIONS:  School groups are welcome by appointment.

· GROUP SIZE: No limit.

· CONTACT PERSON: Forester Bob Honeywell.  Phone: 1-319-586-2254.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A tour may include a visit of the sawmill located at the headquarters of the Paint Creek Unit of the State Forest.  This unit has over twenty-five miles of hiking and thirteen miles of equestrian trails, plus many miles of snowmobile and cross-country ski trails. Trout streams are regularly stocked and a marsh area also provides a diversity of species.  Picnic and camping areas are available.  The entire forest area is open for hunting and fishing.

OBJECTIVES  

· To experience the diversity of plant and animal live of the forest community.

· To enable students to gain an understanding of the concept of multiple use forest management.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

· What human factors and natural conditions contribute to the diversity of plant and animal life in the forest?

· How has the forest community changed over the past 150 years?

· What relationships exist between people and the inhabitants of the forest?

· What examples of reforestation, wildlife habitat improvement, timber stand improvement and forest research can be identified? 

· What is the purpose of the sawmill in the forest?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

One hundred years before becoming a state forest, the Yellow River Forest area was the site of an Indian Mission School that was the first vocational school in the area to teach Indian crafts, trades and methods of agriculture.  Soldiers under the command of Zachary Taylor, including Jefferson Davis, helped in its construction.   The school was open from 1833-1840.  Its foundation is still in the forest. As a young officer from the South, serving at Fort Crawford in Prairie Du Chien, Jefferson Davis crossed the Mississippi River and built a water-powered sawmill on the Yellow River.  He had a successful business and sawed many board feet of lumber.  He married Taylor's daughter, Sarah in 1833.  

In the 1930's the state obtained this forested area. A 1,500-acre tract of land next to the Yellow River was part of this acquisition.  This area later became the Effigy Mounds National Monument that is managed today by the National Park Service.

The Yellow River State Forest was designated as a state forest reserve in 1935.  The Forestry Division of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources manages this area located in the heart of beautiful northeast Iowa.  This 6,092-acre tract of land, including native hardwood forests, sheer limestone bluffs, trout steams and wildlife habitat, is dedicated to multiple use forest management. Examples of reforestation, timber stand improvement, wildlife habitat improvement and forest research take place at Yellow River.

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students identify what they know and would like to learn about the forest area by completing the first two columns of a KWL chart (see Introduction to this guide).  

· Have students build a conceptual web using the word sawmill as the center of the web to determine what they know about its function and related terms (see Introduction to this guide).

· Discuss appropriate field trip behavior.

· Read and discuss the history of the Yellow River Forest land.

· Learn meaning of related vocabulary

1. FOREST MANAGEMENT--maintaining and preserving a woodland area.

2. TIMBER STAND--a group of trees.

3. REFORESTATION--renewing forest cover by the seeding or planting of trees.  

4. NATIVE HARDWOOD--a naturally occurring species of trees producing seeds like the oak and beech and having deciduous broad leaves.

5. HABITAT-the environment in which a plant or animal naturally lives and grows.

6. SAWMILL--a mill or machine for sawing logs.

· Have students take a simulated field trip by listening to "An Eagle's Eye View of Iowa's Forest" from Trees for Kids.

· Show the video "Iowa's Forests and Woodlands".

· Complete activity "A Forest of Many Uses" (from Project Learning Tree, p. 98) to gain understanding of various forest management techniques.

· Learn “The Field Trip Song”. 

ON SITE- ACTIVITIES

· Take a guided tour of the forest conducted by the forester.  Use the tree identification pages from Trees for Kids and 20 Common Trees of Iowa booklets.

· Observe and discuss forest management techniques using related vocabulary word list. 

· Visit the sawmill and complete a new web based on observations and questions answered.

· Find a special place to complete an “Explorer's Guide” from Sharing Nature With Children, pp. 128-133, that will be given to the students on site.

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students share the “Explorer's Guide” with a partner.

· Compare and contrast the sawmill web by creating a whole-class web.

· Share and discuss things observed on the visit to the forest and complete the third column of the KWL chart.

· Do activity "Tree-mendous" (from Food, Land and People, p. 151) for a fun game to learn the many categories associated with trees.

· To lead to positive response and action, act out for another class Once There Was A Tree by Natalis Romanova. 

· Write a thank-you letter to the forester.

· If possible, plant a tree as a class or individually.

RESOURCES

· Allamakee County Economic Development and Tourism Commission, 12 East Main, Waukon IA 52172.  Phone: 1-319-568-2624.

· Forestry Division Web site at:  http://www.state.ia.us/government/dnr/organiza/forest.ht

· "Iowa Forests and Woodlands", a video developed by the Department of Natural Resources, 1990. This video is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory. 

· Iowa, Land of Many Mills, by Jacob A Swisher, published by the State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines: IA 1940.

· 20 Common Trees of Iowa, published by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Des Moines: IA 1997.  

· Once There Was A Tree by Natalis Romanova, Dial Books, New York: NY 1985. This book is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

· Project Food, Land and People, Resources for Learning, Chandler: AZ 1998. This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory. 

· Project Learning Tree, An Environmental Education Activity Guide, published by the American Forest Foundation, Washington D.C. 1993. This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

· Sharing Nature With Children by Joseph Cornell, Dawn Publications, Nevada City: CA 1998. This book is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.

· Trees for Kids, published by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Des Moines: IA, 1998.  This guide is available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.
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