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Dutton's Cave Park 
CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: Proceed two and one-half miles north of West Union on U.S. Hwy. 18.  Turn left on Ironwood Road and watch for signs.  The park is located approximately one-half mile off Hwy. 18. 

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the naturalist at the Fayette County Conservation Board, 22580 A Ave., Elgin IA 52141.  Phone: 319-426-5740.

· HOURS: The park is open during daylight hours.  The Conservation Board office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

· PARKING: Parking area available. 

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students kindergarten through adult.

· COST: None. 

· GROUP SIZE: The park can accommodate large groups depending upon the activity. 

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A guided program and tour can be arranged through the Fayette County Environmental Education Coordinator. Field trip programs will be tailored to the curriculum needs.  This 46-acre park provides picnicking, hiking, and camping areas. Camping facilities include electricity hook-ups, pit toilets, and drinking water.  Natural resources available at Dutton’s Cave Park are Dutton's Cave, four large springs and a gorge cut deep into the limestone formation.

OBJECTIVE

· Students will learn about rock formations created millions of years ago during the Paleozoic age. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

· What is the natural structure of sedimentary rock? 

· The park is the natural habitat of what animals? 

· How do these animals adapt to the changing seasons?

· What plants grow naturally at the park? 

· How do these plants adapt to the changing of the seasons? 

· How was Dutton’s Cave discovered? 

· Questions to be investigated will be specific to the particular program topic offered by the naturalist.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In the fall of 1848, Lorenzo Dutton, Major Henry Jones, and William W. Bailey were hiking the little creek that rises in Section 34 of Dover Township in Fayette County.  They came upon an overhanging wall of rock forming the end of the gorge and rising above their heads halfway to the top of the adjacent bluffs. Upon passing under the edge of the overhanging rock wall, they discovered a cave that has ever since been known as "Dutton's Cave". In 1963, the Fayette County Conservation Board purchased the land including the cave. The park contains forty-six acres and has a heavily timbered, deep ravine ending in a fifty foot vertical limestone wall directly above the cave opening. Only the first 600 feet of the cave have been explored.  The portion of the cave that can be explored has been reduced over the years due to silt deposits on the cave floor. Students will be allowed into the entrance of the cave but may not explore beyond that point. 

GEOLOGIC INFORMATION

On the left of the cave is a crevice terminating in a point about ten feet above the observer's head. Near the center are the entrances, one leading through several rooms, one of them covered below with water of an unknown depth, and two where small stalagmites (formations arising from the floor of a cave) were formed. This series of rooms has been penetrated to a distance of 600 feet. At the right, by descending gradually a short distance, the explorer comes to a small room terminating at a point far above his or her head, which has been called "steeple cavern." This cavern is about thirty feet in height and six feet in width.

The cave is located in the Paleozoic Plateau, one of seven landform regions in the state. The characteristics of the region are abundant rock outcroppings, almost no glacial deposits, deep, narrow valleys, and cold-water streams. The formation of the landscape is a result of erosion through Paleozoic age rock strata. Key to the appearance of this landform is the wide-ranging occurrence of shallow Paleozoic-age sedimentary bedrock.   No other landform region in Iowa is controlled to such extent by bedrock.  Paleozoic-age rock was formed 300 to 550 million years ago. It includes Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian rock whose layers tilt gently toward the southwest. The most easily observed Paleozoic strata are along the Silurian Escarpment. This landform is made up of dolomite and limestone. It continues east and northeast from central Fayette County to southeastern Jackson County, including Echo Valley State Park, Brush Creek Canyon State Preserve, Backbone State Park, and White Pine Hollow State Preserve. This lime-rich stratum is slowly soluble with groundwater, which enlarges cracks and crevices, which forms sinkholes and caves. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Review the following vocabulary: 

1. STALAGMITE--Calcareous water dropping on the floors of caverns.

2. STALACTITE—A cylinder of calcium carbonate resembling an icicle.

3. SPELUNKING--The hobby or practice of exploring caves.

· Share the background information on Dutton’s Cave Park with students.

· Have students predict the types of animal and plant adaptations they would be able to observe as the seasons change.

· Identify the types of rocks and minerals students will see when visiting the park. 

· Create a web of animals and plants students expect to see at the cave. 

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Review park rules especially the saying, "Take only pictures, leave only footprints".

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is visited.

· Participate in activities set up by the naturalist and the teacher.  Possible activities include:

1. An ABC Walk - 1st grade and up

2. Cave Hike - all ages

3. Fall Color Walk - all ages

4. Native American Storytelling - all ages

5. Nature Hike - all ages

6. Nature Scavenger Hunt - all ages

7. Predator/Prey Games - 3rd grade and up 

8. Tree Identification - 3rd grade and up

9. Wildflower Hike - all ages

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students share and discuss observations made during their visit to Dutton's Cave.

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on the cave and park.

· Provide time for students to share their work with the class. 

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to Dutton's Cave. 

· Place students in small groups. Have each group discuss reactions to the park visit and compose one or two questions that were not answered on the field trip. Invite the naturalist to the classroom to address the questions. 

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time. 

· Have students create a multi-media presentation related to Dutton's Cave Park using photographs taken during the trip. To make this presentation interactive, encourage students to build questions into their presentation based on information presented on the trip. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited a park or natural history preserve. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local sites. 

· Have students research adaptations made by plants and animals during the various seasonal changes that occur each year. Create a Venn diagram comparing the adaptations observed during the trip and information gained during research. 

· Discuss evidence of change students observed during the visit to the cave. Such changes could span a few minutes, a day or many years. Provide art materials for students to illustrate these changes. 

· Add or delete from the web of animals and plants (developed prior to the field trip) those that were actually seen at the park. 

· As a follow up to the field trip, invite the naturalist to the classroom to show the slide presentation "Spring Wildflowers". Many of these flowers can be seen at Dutton's Cave. The naturalist gives information about how Native Americans and pioneers used wildflowers. 

RESOURCES

· Website: http://www.cr.nps.gov
-- Links to Teaching with Historic Places and includes lesson plan ideas and teacher resources. 

· Book:  Prior, Jean C., Landforms of Iowa, University of Iowa Press, Iowa City IA. Pp. 84-97, 1991. 

Echo Valley State Park 
CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION:  Echo Valley State Park is located three miles southeast of West Union north of Hwy. 56. 

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the naturalist at the Fayette County Conservation Board, 22580 A Ave., Elgin IA 52141.  Phone: 1-319-426-5740.

· HOURS:  The park is open during daylight hours. The Conservation Board office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

· PARKING: Parking areas available.

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students kindergarten through adult.  

· COST: Fayette County students are admitted free of charge.

· GROUP SIZE: The park can accommodate large groups depending upon the activity. 

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Camping areas are available.  However, there are no electrical hook-ups, running water or showers.  Pit toilets are available.  The park provides hiking trails and stream fishing but no swimming, hunting or boating are allowed. 

OBJECTIVES
· The student will experience Echo Valley Park as an example of a state park with historic structures built by the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· When was the park created?

· What process was used to construct the buildings on the park grounds?

· What other Iowa parks were built by the CCC?

· Because the naturalist has a menu of programs that can be conducted from this site, other specific content questions will be determined by the program topic. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Echo Valley State Park is a one hundred-acre natural area that was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930's. The park contains many hand-built historical structures such as a dam, keystone archway, limekiln, and shelter. A beautiful and easy access trail leads through this historical park.   In the summer of 1934, land for Echo Valley State Park was purchased from six local residents.  In January 1934, the West Union American Legion sponsored a dance to raise funds for construction of the park.  Funds donated from the dance totaled $1,160.  Echo Valley was a popular spot.  However, the state stopped funding and the park was virtually abandoned for a period from the late 1970's to 1984. On November 1, 1984, the Iowa DNR and the Fayette County Conservation Board entered into a management agreement that stated the park would be maintained by the FCCB until December 31, 2009.   

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Share with students the background information on the park.

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Have students predict what natural and human characteristics they will find during their visit to the park. 

· Create a web of animals and plants students expect to see at the park. 

· Review park rules especially the saying, "Take only pictures, leave only footprints".

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Request permission to photograph the park as the site is visited.

· Take a guided tour of Echo Valley Park. The naturalist will point out sites including the tunnel, kiln, dam, picnic area and shelter. 

· The naturalist can conduct one of the following activities: 

1. Animal Coverings - preschool and up

2. Nature Hike - all ages

3. Nature Scavenger Hunt - all ages

4. Wildflower Hike - all ages

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students share and discuss observations made during heir visit to Echo Valley State Park. 

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on the park. Provide time for students to share their work with the class. 

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to Echo Valley State Park. 

· Place students in small groups. Have each group discuss reactions to the park visit and compose one or two questions that were not answered on the field trip. Invite the naturalist to the classroom to address the questions. 

· Write a thank you note to the naturalist listing two new facts or concepts gained during the field trip.

· These can be hand-written or sent via email. 

· Have students create multi-media presentations regarding Echo Valley State Park using photographs taken during the trip. This should be an interactive presentation where participants will be given questions to answer based on information gained during the presentation. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited a park or natural history preserve. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local sites. 

· Research the plants and animals observed at the park to gain additional information. 

· Add or delete from the web of animals and plants those that were actually seen at the park. 

· As a follow up to the field trip, invite the naturalist to the classroom to show the slide presentation "Spring Wildflowers". Many of these flowers can be seen at Echo Valley Park. The naturalist gives information about how Native Americans and pioneers used wildflowers.

RESOURCES

· Website: http://www.cr.nps.gov/
- Links to Teaching with Historic Places and includes lesson plan ideas and teacher resources. 

· Book: Prior, Jean C., Landforms of Iowa, University of Iowa Press, Iowa City IA. pp. 84 -97, 1991.

Gilbertson Conservation Education Area
CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: Gilbertson Conservation Education Area is located east of Elgin, on County Road B64.

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the naturalist at the Fayette County Conservation Board, 22580 A Ave., Elgin IA 52141.  Phone: 319-426-5740.

· HOURS: The Visitor Center is open daily from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day.  Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday or by appointment.

· PARKING:  Adequate parking is available near the Visitor Center.  

· AUDIENCE:  Appropriate for students kindergarten through adult.

· COST: No admission is charged for the education area.  

· MAIZE MAZE: Adjacent to the Gilbertson Conservation Education Area is the 1999 Maize Maze sponsored by the Country Heritage Community of northeast Iowa.  The Maize Maze will be located in Elkader during the summer of 2000.  The 1999 Maize Maze was carved into a 3.4-acre cornfield that features symbols of Effigy Mounds in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the monument.  Admission to the Maize Maze is $2.00 per person for groups of 25 or more. For reservations, contact Ardie Kuhse, Country Heritage Community, P.O. Box 219, Postville, IA 52162, 1877-4NE-IOWA. Request a Maize Maze Teacher Packet when calling.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The Gilbertson Conservation Education Area, a 327-acre park along the banks of the Turkey River, is located on the east side of Elgin. This beautiful area is lined with streams and bottomlands surrounded by the limestone palisade bluffs for which northeast Iowa is so famous.  At this public facility hunting, fishing, and boating are available. Five miles of multi-use trails wind along the scenic Turkey River, one of which is paved and handicap-accessible. This historic site also provides a sloping canoe launch into the Turkey River, a nature center, a petting zoo including farm animals, an historic house built in 1878, a saw mill built in the 1930's, a picnic shelter, playground and restrooms. A new museum containing Conner Dummermuth's collection of early 1900 farm memorabilia is also located at Gilbertson.  Primitive and tent camping areas are available as well as 28 sites for modern camping with electricity, water, dump station, and shower house with flush toilets.  

A wetland area and pond are located at this site as well stocked with bass, blue gill, and channel catfish. Several demonstration plots, managed jointly with the ISU Extension office, display various methods of conservation tillage.   The 1999 Maize Maze is also located adjacent to Gilbertson.  This attraction provides students with a rich team building opportunity as they work together to solve the mystery of the maze. They also have the opportunity to tour an interpreted display of early farm equipment tracing agricultural practices from pioneer days through the twentieth century. 

The late Millard Gilbertson of Elgin donated the Gilbertson Conservation Education Area to the Fayette County Conservation Board in 1986. The canoe access was dedicated Oct. 25, 1985.  The handicapped-access trail and petting zoo were established the summer of 1987. The campground was officially opened August 13, 1988. The Nature Center was opened April of 1990. Late spring of 1990 the Dummermuth Historical Building was constructed.  

OBJECTIVES

· To recognized and appreciate the natural environment including the plants, animals and unique geological characteristics of northeast Iowa.

· To understand and appreciate the agricultural heritage that has shaped and influenced the lives of people in northeast Iowa. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

· Name two examples of farm machinery used in the early 1900's.

· Name two wild animals found in Fayette County. What do they eat?

· Name two domesticated animals found in Fayette County. What do they eat?

· Name one new fact about the history of Fayette County that you learned.

· Questions to be investigated will be specific to the particular program topic offered by the naturalist.

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Share background information on Gilbertson Conservation Education Area with students.

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Discuss park rules, especially "take only pictures, leave only footprints".

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is being visited. 

· Visit the petting zoo where students will find many examples of farm animals.

· Tour the nature center. Students will learn about animals native to Fayette County.

· Tour Conner Dummermuth's collection of farm memorabilia.

· Tour the Maize Maze.

· The naturalist can conduct one of the activities listed below:

1. A Penny Saved is a Penny Earned - all ages

2. An ABC Walk - 1st grade and up

3. Animal Antifreeze - 4th grade and up

4. Animal Coverings - Preschool and up

5. Animals of Fayette County - all ages

6. Arm Chair Micro Hiking - all ages

7. Bird House Building - 4th grade and up

8. Casting Practice - 3rd grade and up

9. Casting Practice and Knot Tying - 5th grade and up

10. Conner Dummermuth Historical Building Tour - 1st grade and up

11. Cross-county Skiing Clinic - 4th grade and up

12. Eagle's Up Date - all ages

13. Fall Color Walk - all ages

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Have students share and discuss observations made during heir visit to Gilbertson Conservation Education Area.

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on the Gilbertson Conservation Education Area. 

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to Gilbertson Education Area. 

· Place students in small groups. Have each group discuss reactions to the park visit and compose one or two questions that were not answered on the field trip. Invite the naturalist to the classroom to address the questions. 

· Write a thank you note to the naturalist listing two new facts or concepts gained during the field trip. These can be hand-written or sent via email. 

· Have students create multi-media presentations regarding Gilbertson Conservation Education Area using photographs taken during the trip. This should be an interactive presentation where participants will be given questions to answer based on information gained during the presentation. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited a park or natural history preserve. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local sites.  Write an acrostic poem or poem of choice based on visit to Gilbertson Conservation Education Area.

RESOURCES

· "Maize Maze", Country Heritage Community, information packet for teachers and youth group leaders. To obtain a copy, contact Ardie Kuhse, Country Heritage Community, P.O. Box 219, Postville, IA 52162, 1-877-4NE-IOWA. 

· Web Site: www.silosandsmokestacks.org or email chc@silosandsmokestacks.org.

MONTAUK

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: Montauk is located one mile northeast of Clermont on U.S. 18.

· HOURS: Montauk is open from noon to 4:00 p.m. daily starting on Memorial Day weekend through October 31. Group tours may be scheduled at other times by special arrangement. 

· PARKING: Parking is provided in a lot north of the mansion. 

· GROUP SIZE AND AGE: Groups of 20 to 30 students.  One group will tour the upstairs while the other is downstairs.  Appropriate for ages 6 through adult. 

· COST: For the general public, $2.50 for adults and $1.00 for children ages 6-16.  No admission is charged for school groups. 

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the Nadine West, Local Manager, P.O. Box 372, Clermont, Iowa 52135. Phone: 319-423-7173.

· FACILITIES: Restrooms are available outside the home. 

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The State Historical Society of Iowa owns and preserves Montauk.  It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is designated a State Preserve. 

OBJECTIVE

· To provide students with a view of Victorian life in an affluent mid-western home during the late 1800s.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· How did Governor Larrabee acquire his wealth?

· What unique architectural features are characteristic of Montauk?

· How was everyday life in the late 1800s different from today?  

· What activities might a child living in the late 1800s participate in? 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
MONTAUK: Montauk was the home of William Larrabee who served as governor from 1886 to 1890 following 17 years as a state senator.  He built the mansion in 1874 on North Hill overlooking the Turkey River Valley.  His wife, Anna named Montauk for the lighthouse at the eastern end of Long Island that guided her sea-captain father home from his whaling voyages.  A "widow's walk", like those used by wives of sea captains as they watched for ships, crowns the roof and gives a dramatic view of the Turkey Valley.  Surrounded by a forest of over 100,000 pine trees, the 14-room mansion is built of brick molded of native clay fired at Clermont.  Flower gardens and statues of Civil War heroes grace the 46-acre grounds surrounding the mansion. The first statue of Abraham Lincoln erected in Iowa and sculpted by internationally known artist George Bissell, is located on the grounds.  Larrabee, who traveled widely throughout the United States and Europe, decorated his home with curios and souvenirs acquired during his travels. His cherished furnishings remain almost as he left them after his death in 1912. Visitors see Tiffany lamps, Wedgwood china, statues from Italy, onyx tables from Mexico, music boxes from Switzerland, a large collection of paintings, and thousands of books. 

Montauk was donated to the State Historical Society of Iowa in 1976, 11 years after Larrabee's last surviving child, Anna, died at the age of 96. She lived all her life at Montauk, maintaining it as it was when the governor was alive

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST IN CLERMONT:

Just as Montauk dominates the landscape overlooking the town of Clermont, the person and presence of Governor William Larrabee influenced the history of Clermont at every turn. Other historic sites described below were to one degree or another touched by this important citizen and are available to school groups and the general public.

THE UNION SUNDAY SCHOOL: Located one block east of Hwy. 18 in Clermont, this simple New England-style church building has been home to Presbyterian, Methodist, Roman Catholic, and Norwegian Lutheran congregations since it was built in 1858.  In 1980, the organ was restored and in 1985 the building was redecorated in its original colors. The Union Sunday School houses the largest tubular pneumatic Kimball pipe organ in the United States. The organ was built in 1896 as a gift from William Larrabee. 

THE LARRABEE SCHOOL: Located one block east of Hwy. 18, the school is the present home of the Clermont Historical Society and houses a large collection of memorabilia from the history of Clermont.  It was built in 1912 by Governor Larrabee and is the only school in Iowa designed, built and given to a school district by a family.

THE CLERMONT MUSEUM: Located on Hwy. 18 in downtown Clermont, collections on display include china, crystal, coins, fossils, and seashells. In 1886 Governor Larrabee gave a speech to the Iowa Teachers’ Association entitled "The Ideal School”. In this speech he identified the importance of authentic experiences as part of learning.  The idea for the museum came from this speech. In 1912, he built his “dream school” which featured a second-floor museum.  Ahead of its time in encouraging "hands-on" experience with its artifacts, the museum collection remains on display for visitors to the museum.

CLERMONT CITY PARK: Located on Hwy. 18 north of the business district, the park is home to the oldest jail in Iowa built in 1852. Allen Johnson presently owns it. Within walking distance of the park is a statue of David B. Henderson, an Iowan who was the first Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives from west of the Mississippi River.  Also located in the park are picnic facilities including a shelter, tables, playground equipment, and a gazebo.

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

· Prior to a field trip to Montauk, obtain a copy of the "Montauk - Kid's Tour Guide -Activity Book" from the Montauk Local Manager.  This book provides important background information on Montauk and classroom activity ideas. 

· Review the following vocabulary: 

1. LIBRARY—The room in a house comparable to today's home office or study.

2. PROHIBITION—To limit or forbid the manufacture and consumption of alcoholic beverages. This was a popular cause in the late 19th  and early 20th centuries.

3. SITTING ROOM—This room is comparable to today's living room.

4. SUFFRAGE—The right to vote. When Larrabee was first in public office many segments of society were denied voting rights including women, African Americans, and American Indians among others. 

5. VICTORIAN PERIOD—The reign of England’s Queen Victoria from 1830 through 1900.  During this period of time, Victorian standards or ideals of morality shaped social values.  The worlds of fashion, architecture and household furnishings also took on a distinctive “Victorian” character with a highly ornamented and eclectic stylization.   

· Share with students the background information on Montauk and other points of interest in Clermont. 

· As an advanced organizer activity, have students who have previously visited Montauk or other sites in Clermont, share their experiences and describe what will be seen on the field trip. This will help those who have not been to a museum to know what to expect.

· To bring alive for students the level of 19th century technological development, create a list of games and toys young children could play that require no electricity or modern technology.  Then list games students play today.  Compare and contrast these lists noting the influence of technology on the lives of students. 

· Find Connecticut and Iowa on a United States map. Using the scale of miles calculate the distance between these two states.   Discuss how long it might have taken to travel to Iowa in the 19th century.  Discuss what modes of transportation could have been used—steamboat, railroad, stagecoach, wagon, etc. 

· Using an Iowa map, locate your local community and Clermont. Using the scale of miles, calculate the distance between these two cities and figure out how long it will take to travel the distance by bus.  Discuss how long it might have taken by horse-drawn wagon.

· Research the name of the President of the United States at the time of William Larrabee's governorship (1886-1890).

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES
· Take a guided tour of Montauk.  A brief explanation of important sites on the grounds will also be explained.

· Tour the outdoor statuary of Civil War heroes. 

· Visit the outbuildings including the well house, the laundry room, the icehouse, the shop, and the farm buildings.

· Take a hike along the forest of over 100,000 pine trees near Montauk. 

· Take a guided tour of the 1858 Union Sunday School, which houses the Kimball pipe organ that William Larrabee donated in 1896. 

· Take a guided tour of the Larrabee School, constructed entirely of stone, brick, and marble. Larrabee built the school in 1912 to further his progressive views of education. This is the only school in Iowa designed, built and given to a school district by a family. 

· Take a guided tour of the Clermont Museum, which now contains the museum collection that Larrabee acquired for use in the Larrabee School.   His forward-looking philosophy of education with its emphasis on “hands-on learning” is reflected in the collection.

· Request permission to photograph the sites as they are visited.  

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

· Divide students into three groups.  Assign to each group one of the three following topics to research: 1) Important events in the history of Fayette County; 2) Iowa history; 3) United State history.   Have students investigate important events during the life of William Larrabee.  Create a timeline based on these events.  Have the groups compose questions based on the timeline for other groups to answer. 

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on a favorite room in Montauk and a favorite room in their home.  Provide time for students to share their work with the class emphasizing the contrasts between the two settings. 

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to Montauk and other Clermont sites. 

· In small groups, discuss the field trip to Clermont.  Have each group compose questions that weren't answered on the trip. Address these questions via email to Nadine West: nwest@max.state.ia.us or Vernon Oakland: voaklan@max.state.ia.us  

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time. 

· Play Pictionary or Charades using ideas generated from the field trip and identified by students. 

· Divide students into three groups. To each group assign one of three sites visited.  Have students create a multi-media presentation related to their site using photographs taken during the trip. To make this presentation interactive, encourage students to build questions into their presentation based on information presented on the trip. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited another historic site. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local historic sites. 

· As a class, create a Venn diagram comparing various concepts observed during the trip. The diagrams could be based on topics such as toys, clothing, furniture, tools, appliances, family traditions, etc. 

· Design a wallpaper border that students would like to have in their own bedroom. 

· Invite an antique collector to speak to the class and demonstrate the use of 19th century household items typical of the time Larrabee was Governor of the state of Iowa.

· Have students develop an acrostic poem based on information obtained during the trip. 

· Larrabee was very interested in and was considered an authority on the issue of railroads. Invite an expert on Iowa railroads to share information about railroading with the class.

· As a class, create a character cluster based on William Larrabee. 

RESOURCES

· WEBSITES 

1. www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp – Links to Teaching with Historic Places and includes lesson plan ideas and teacher resources. 

2. www.cr.nps.gov/ - The National Park Service home page with links to teacher resources.  

· BOOKS AND ARTICLES

1. Prairie Voices, an Iowa history curriculum guide developed by the State Historical Society of Iowa.  Available from the Keystone AEA-1 Curriculum Laboratory.  

2. Montauk Historic Site, a teachers' guidebook published by the State Historical Society of Iowa and available upon request from Montauk.

3. Montauk Kid's Tour Guide, student activities book available upon request from Montauk.

4. "Larrabee, A Connecticut Yankee in the Land of the Tall Corn," Midwest Streams, Trails and Tales, January/February/March, 1998.

OELWEIN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: 900 2nd Avenue S. E. Oelwein IA 50662.

· RESERVATIONS: Call Dave Moore, President, Oelwein Area Historical Society Museum, P. O. Box 445, Oelwein IA 50662.  Phone: 1-319-283-4203.

· HOURS: The museum is open from June through September, Sundays, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Special tours may be arranged.  Contact by phone: 1-319-283-4203.

· PARKING: Parking areas available.

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students grades three through twelve. 

· COST: No admission is charged.  

· GROUP SIZE: The museum can accommodate 20-25 students.

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Since there is an Amish community located near Oelwein, questions may arise pertaining to their lifestyle. Nearly 150 Amish families live in the Fairbank, Hazleton and Independence areas. Their doctrine requires farming and personal simplicity as a way of life. The Amish do not use electricity or gasoline-powered engines, and do not have telephones.  Members of the Amish community are forbidden to go to war, swear oaths or hold public office. They remain self-sufficient, meeting all their physical, social and spiritual needs within their community. The Amish were named for Jacob Ammann, who led them in breaking away from the Swiss Mennonites in the 1690's because of disagreements over church discipline. They first came to the United States in 1728 and now live in communities in 23 states and in Ontario. Since their arrival in the United States, the Amish way of life has changed very little. Girls still wear blue, purple, brown or green dresses, like their mothers. Women wear white bonnets while inside and black bonnets outside the home. Men wear black or straw hats, black trousers with blue or green shirts, and black vests. Visitors to the Amish area will find bakeries, a harness and shoe repair shop, country stores, furniture and quilt shops.

OBJECTIVE

· To give students a view of life 100 years ago in the Oelwein area.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What was school like in the late 1800's?

· What kinds of toys did children play with in the late 1800's?

· How was life different in the late 1800's?

· Name one kitchen utensil that you don't find in today's kitchen.

· Give an example of a weapon used in the Civil War.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

During Oelwein's Centennial Celebration in June 1973, the citizens of the community were much impressed at the interest of the public in the many items of historical value, which were displayed during the event.  As a result the Oelwein Area Historical Society was organized and received articles of incorporation on December 19, 1973. The aim and purpose of the Historical Society is to compile and preserve a record of the Oelwein area and to honor its early settlers and all who have since contributed to the growth, welfare and progress of the community. The museum was opened on July 16, 1977.  Displays include a country school room with items dated to 1881; a fully equipped kitchen from the 1800's; clothing, quilts and other hand work from the late 1800's; Civil War items; a child's bedroom; 100 panels of newspaper clippings, pictures and other memorabilia of local history; railroad history display; and farm equipment and tools. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Share with students the background information on the Oelwein Historical Museum.

· Create a list of games and/or toys young children could play with that do not need electricity.

· As an advance organizer activity, have students who have previously visited this museum, share their experiences and describe what will be seen on the field trip. This will help those who have not been to a museum to know what to expect. 

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Using an Iowa map, locate your community and Oelwein. Using the scale of miles, calculate the distance between these two cities and figure out how long it will take to travel the distance by bus. Discuss how long it might have taken by horse-drawn wagon.

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· The museum staff will direct a tour of the Oelwein Historical Society Museum. 

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is visited. 

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to the museum. 

· Discuss reactions to the site in small groups. Design one or two questions that students feel weren't answered. Write a letter to the staff asking for a response to the questions. 

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time.

· Play Pictionary or Charades using ideas generated from the field trip and identified by students. 

· Divide students into three groups. Brainstorm categories of items observed at the museum (transportation, education, housing, agriculture, entertainment, recreation, etc.) Narrow the list to three. To each group assign one of the three categories.

· Have students create a multi-media presentation of their category using photographs taken during the trip. To make this presentation interactive, encourage students to build questions into their presentation based on information presented on the trip. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited another historic site. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local historic sites. 

· Create a Venn diagram comparing various concepts observed during the trip. The diagrams could be based on topics such as toys, clothing, furniture, tools, appliances, family traditions, etc. 

· Invite an antique collector to speak show his/her collection to the class. 

· Write an acrostic poem or any poem form based on information obtained during the trip.

Oelwein Railway Museum

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: Hub City Heritage Corp. Railway Museum, 26 Second Avenue, P. O. Box 300, Oelwein, IA 50662.  The museum is located south of City Hall.

· RESERVATIONS: Groups of 6 or more that would like a tour during off hours should call 319-283-4589, Charles R. McCarthy, President of Hub City Heritage Corp., P. O. Box 300, Oelwein, IA 50662.

· HOURS: The museum is open from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. every Sunday and holidays from Memorial Day until Labor Day.

· PARKING: Parking areas are available.  The building is handicap accessible.

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students in grades three through twelve.

· COST: No admission is charged.

· GROUP SIZE: The museum can accommodate 20-25 students. 

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: This museum features railroad memorabilia from the Chicago Great Western Railway. The most permanent and significant change in transportation was the development of the railroad. This enabled people to travel quickly and safely for a reasonable amount of money. The usual charge was two to three cents per mile and the tickets were good for three to six months. Trains usually offered a choice of a sleeping berth or a seat in the coach cars. For the wealthy, the luxurious Palace Car was available, with plush carpet, personal gaslights, and a large sleeping berth. Most passengers took advantage of the parlor car to socialize and play cards. If they could afford it, people ate in the comfortable dining car. If they were poorer, they provided their own entertainment and food. For years northeast Iowa farmers shipped their cattle and wheat directly to Chicago by rail. 

OBJECTIVE

· To give students an awareness of the importance of the railroad in the settlement and development of northeast Iowa.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

· What items were shipped on the railroad in the late 1800's and early 1900's?

· How did the railroad affect the settlement of Oelwein?

· What is the current status of the railroad in northeast Iowa?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Hub City Heritage Corporation of Oelwein officially opened the Railway Museum on Sunday, June 14, 1987. The building is still owned by the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation Co. and is leased to the Corporation for five years. This was originally the home of Wells Fargo and Company Express in 1912.  In 1918, the American Railway Express Agency acquired it. Through this office many things were shipped including live animals, furniture and machinery. Many horses were shipped from this area.  Much of the interior of this building is as it was when it was vacated in 1969. The room now used as a Gift Shop was a later thought, but the work area that you travel through, is as it was and is painted the same color.

PRE-FIELD ACTIVITIES

· Share with students the background information on the Oelwein Railway Museum.

· Students share their knowledge and experiences with railroads. 

· Ask the music teacher to teach students songs having to do with the railroad. 

· As an advanced organizer activity, have students who have previously visited a museum share their experiences and describe what will be seen on the field trip. This will help those who have not been to a museum to know what to expect. 

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy.

· Using an Iowa map, locate your local community and Oelwein. Using the scale of miles, calculate the distance between these two cities and figure out how long it will take to travel the distance by bus. Discuss how long it might have taken by horse drawn wagon. 

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· The museum staff will direct a tour of the museum. 

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is visited.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

· Divide into three groups. Research important events in your town's history, Iowa's history and United States history prior to and after the construction of the railroad. Create a timeline based on these events. Groups will design questions based on the timeline for other groups to answer. 

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the field trip. 

· Discuss reactions to the site in small groups. Identify one or two questions that students feel weren't answered. Write a letter asking for a response to these questions by museum staff. 

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time. 

· Play Pictionary or Charades using ideas generated from the field trip and identified by students. 

· Have students create a multi-media presentation related to their site using photographs taken during the trip. To make this presentation interactive, encourage students to build questions into their presentation based on information presented on the field trip. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited another historic site. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local historic sites. 

· Create a Venn diagram comparing various concepts observed during the trip. The diagram could be based on transportation then and now. 

· Invite a railroad employee to class to share information related to their job. 

· Write an acrostic poem or any poem form based on information obtained during the trip. 

· Invite an expert to class to share information about the development of the railroad in Iowa. 

· Visit the Depot Museum, which is located on a hilltop on Jade Road, just off Highway 150, about two miles north of Fayette. The former Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad Depot from Fayette, now overlooks the hills and valleys of the Volga River Recreation Area. Many artifacts of the days of railroad transportation can be viewed within the depot. All the artifacts in the depot came by train and reflect the vital interaction of the railroad and the community. The waiting rooms with high ceilings, the office and the baggage rooms are still intact. Farm and home artifacts are stored in the re-created freight house area at ground level. Everywhere, authentic railroad items are featured.

Volga River State Recreation Area

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: The area is located four miles north of Fayette on Highway 150 (east). The address is 10225 Ivy Road, Fayette, IA 52142.

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the naturalist at the Fayette County Conservation Board, 22580 A Ave., Elgin IA 52141. Phone: 319-426-5740. HOURS: The park is open year round.

· PARKING: Parking area available. 

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students in grades three through twelve. 

· COST: No admission is charged.  

· GROUP SIZE: Any size group can be accommodated but type of activity will determine the appropriate size of the group. 

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: A number of trail activities are available. Hiking, cross-county skiing, mountain biking, and equestrian trails, wind through the area. Trails include Frog Hollow Trail, Lake View Trail, Ridge Trail, Albany Trail and the Lima Trail. The Lima Trail takes visitors past 20-foot-high limestone bluffs and a 15-acre white pine plantation. The total trail system is more than 25 miles in length. A self-guided nature trail begins by the park office.  

In addition to the Volga River, Frog Hollow Lake provides abundant fishing opportunities. The river contains smallmouth bass, rock bass, channel catfish and white suckers. The lake offers bluegill, largemouth bass and channel catfish, among others. Motorboats must be operated at "no wake" speeds. Canoeing can be done on the river and lake. The area is also open to public hunting. In the winter, some trails are maintained for snowmobiling.  There are 49 non-modern campsites at the "Albany" campground area (once the site of the town of Albany). A portion of the camping area is available for equestrian campers. A fee is charged for camping. Brochures may be obtained at the park office. For information about the recreation area contact Scot Michelson, Park Ranger, 10225 Ivy Road, Fayette, IA 52142.  Phone: 1-319-425-4161.

OBJECTIVE

· To learn about the environment in a recreation area that contains water areas, hiking trails, and a variety of plant and animal life.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· Why is it important to set aside land and water areas for recreational use?

· Name two fish that live in the Volga River or Frog Hollow Lake.

· Name two birds that live in the Volga River State Recreation Area.

· Questions to be investigated will be specific to the particular program topic offered by the naturalist. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Volga River Recreation Area is located in one of the most scenic parts of the state. Northeast Iowa is often referred to as "Little Switzerland" because of its rugged topography, rock outcroppings and forest cover which are in sharp contrast to the majority of the state's rolling hills, farmland and scattered sand timber. High bluffs and deep valleys allow visitors long panoramic views of the open landscape. The heavily wooded, rugged area of the Volga River is the setting for a variety of outdoor recreation pursuits.  The area provides excellent habitat for fish and wildlife. The Volga River, which meanders through the 5,420-acre area, holds smallmouth bass, rock bass, channel catfish and white suckers. Its banks harbor nesting wood ducks and shorebirds.  Songbirds, chickadees, finches, bluebirds, and woodpeckers (including the impressive Pileated) are plentiful. Raptors include red-shouldered and red-tailed hawks and great horned owls. Wild turkeys are numerous and ruffed grouse and woodcock are occasionally seen. Red fox, raccoon, skunk, opossum, muskrat, mink and beaver are found in the timbered hills. The timber and croplands in northeast Iowa provide excellent habitat for white-tailed deer and many deer trails in the Volga area attest to the abundance of this popular animal.  Scenic features include the Volga River and the old steel bridges that cross it, striking rock formations, prairie areas and natural woodlands with unusual stands of aspen and Canadian yew.  The story of the Volga River State Recreation Area began in the 1950's, when the Iowa Conversation Commission (now the Iowa Department of Natural Resources) purchased the 333-acre Big Rock Wildlife Area along the Volga River in Fayette County. In the 1960's, the Commission acquired approximately 5,000 more acres adjacent to the Big Rock area for development as a state recreation area.  Later, a 135-acre human-made lake on Frog Hollow Creek, a tributary to the Volga River, was constructed. 

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Share Background Information with students.

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Have students predict, by webbing, the types of animals and plants they will see at the Volga River Recreation Area.

· Discuss the types of rocks and minerals they will see.

· Discuss park rules, especially "take only pictures, leave only footprints".

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is visited.

· Naturalist can conduct any of the activities listed below:

1. An ABC Walk - 1st grade and up

2. Animal Antifreeze - 4th grade and up

3. Cross-country Skiing Clinic - 4th grade and up

4. Fall Color Walk - all ages

5. Fishing Trip - 3rd grade and up

6. Leaves and Seeds Walk - 1st grade and up

7. Nature Hike - all ages

8. Nature Scavenger Hunt - all ages

9. Orienteering - 5th grade and up

10. Predator/Prey Games - 3rd grade and up

11. Tree Identification - 3rd grade and up

12. Wildflower Hike - all ages

13. Winter Survival Outing - 3rd grade and up

POST-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Students share and discuss the things they observed during their visit to the Volga River Recreation Area. 

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on their field trip to the Volga River Recreation Area.

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to the Volga River Recreation Area. 

· Discuss reactions to the site in small groups. Design one or two questions that students feel weren't answered. Invite naturalist back to the classroom to address the questions. 

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time. 

· Have students create a multi-media presentation related to their site using photographs taken during the trip. To make this presentation interactive, encourage students to build questions into their presentation based on information presented on the field trip. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited another recreation area. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's recreation area. 

· Research the plants and animals observed at the area. Create a Venn diagram comparing these items with those found in another region of the United States. 

· Add or delete from the web of animals and plants those that were actually seen at the recreation area.

RESOURCES

· Website:  http://www.state.ia.us/parks
WILDWOOD NATURE CENTER

CRITICAL INFORMATION

· LOCATION: The Wildwood Nature Center may be reached by going four miles north of Fayette on State Highway 150, one mile west on county road C14 to Prairie View Care Facility.   The address is 18673 Lane Road, Fayette, IA 52142.

· RESERVATIONS: Contact the naturalist at the Fayette County Conservation Board, 22580 A Ave., Elgin IA 52141. Phone: 319-426-5740.

· HOURS: It is open all year, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

· PARKING: Parking areas available.

· AUDIENCE: Appropriate for students kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

· COST: No admission is charged.

· GROUP SIZE: The center can accommodate approximately 20-25 students. 

OBJECTIVE

· To learn about the seasonal adaptations of wildlife native to Fayette County.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What physical and behavioral changes do foxes go through as winter approaches?

· What do deer eat? 

· Are they herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore?

· What should you do if you find an injured wild animal on your property?

· Other questions to be investigated will be specific to the particular program topic offered by the naturalist. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

This area features a live animal and raptor exhibit that houses Iowa mammals and birds of prey, including a bald eagle. The nature center contains a variety of displays and an extensive collection of mounted native animals and birds. A staff naturalist is on hand to welcome visitors and answer questions. Wildwood Nature Center is also the main office of the Fayette County Conservation Board and the location of the County Parks Program. The Roadside Management Program is also based there.  

PRE-FIELD TRIP ACTIVITIES

· Share background information on Wildwood Nature Center with students.

· Sing the "Field Trip" song by Tom Searcy. 

· Have students predict, by webbing, the types of animals they will see at the Wildwood Nature Center.

· Discuss trip rules, especially "take only pictures, leave only footprints".

ON-SITE ACTIVITIES

· Request permission to photograph the site as it is visited. 

· Naturalist can conduct any of the following activities:

1. Live Outdoor Animals Tour - all ages

2. Predator/Prey Games - 3rd grade and up

3. Silent Killers of the Night-Owls - Kindergarten and up

4. Turtles - kindergarten

5. Wildwood Nature Center Tour - all ages

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

· Students share and discuss the things they observed during their visit to Wildwood Nature Center. 

· Have students work in partners to create a diorama or triorama based on their visit to Wildwood Nature Center.

· Compose a second verse for the "Field Trip" song based on the trip to the Wildwood Nature Center. 

· Discuss reactions to the site in small groups. Design one or two questions students feel weren't answered. Invite naturalist back to the classroom to address the questions. 

· Write hand-written or email thank you notes to the tour guides identifying the most impressive information learned and expressing gratitude for their time. 

· Have students create multi-media presentations regarding Echo Valley State Park using photographs taken during the trip. This should be an interactive presentation where participants will be given questions to answer based on information gained during the presentation. 

· Identify a partner class in a school from another part of the state that has visited a park or natural history preserve. Use the ICN to share presentations about each other's local sites.

· Research the plants and animals observed at the center. Create a Venn diagram comparing these items with those found in another region of the United States. 

· Add or delete from the web of animals and plants those that were actually seen at the center.
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